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Police arrest student 
for drug possession 


Kirk Dickey 
Almagest 

Campus police and local 
law enforcement officials 
arrested one student in uni¬ 
versity housing on Jan. 10 
for drug possession. The 
search of student housing 
also found stolen street 
signs in one apartment. 
Campus police officers are 
watching campus housing 
for any further illegal 
action. 

At 6:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, campus police 
officer Kerry Anderson and 
nine Shreveport Police nar¬ 
cotics agents executed an 
informal “knock and talk” 
search of four apartments in 
University Court housing. 

The officers* arrested 
Christopher Paul Warner, 
an LSUS freshman, for 
marijuana possession. 
Warner had the drug on him 
and was cooperative during 
the search, according to 
Anderson. Officers 

instructed visitors in that 
apartment to leave or face a 
fine of $300. 

James Hughes, a fresh¬ 
man political science 
major, said that the searches 
were quiet and peaceful. “I 
guess they wanted to be real 
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quiet about it,” Hughes 
said. Some residents did not 
even know that there had 
been an arrest. 

During the search, offi¬ 
cers also found a stolen 
street sign in the apartment 
of Christian Harold. The 
officers gave a verbal warn¬ 
ing to Harold and told him 
to return it to the city of 
Shreveport. 

This is the most recent 
search of the apartments. 
Searches during the sum¬ 
mer and in September also 
turned up marijuana. “We 
really haven’t found any of 
the hard stuff,” Campus 
Police Chief Ronald Parker 
said. 

Parker explained that 
resident complaints and tips 
from the housing manage¬ 
ment usually spark these 
searches. According to 
Parker, the tip came from 
an off-campus source this 
time. Parker declined to 
name the source. 

Anderson said that this 
search went well. 
“Everyone we dealt with 
was cooperative,” 

Anderson said. The strong 
presence that the 
Shreveport and campus 
police exhibited was help¬ 
ful in getting their point 
across, Anderson said. 

“We wanted to state that 
if you live out here, we are 
not going to tolerate [that 
kind of activity],” 
Anderson said. Parker 
echoed that sentiment, say¬ 
ing that this type of bust is a 
warning to possible offend¬ 
ers. 

Even with this arrest 
though, Parker said that the 
apartments are safe. “They 
are not overrun over there,” 
Parker said. Three of the 
four apartments searched 
were free of narcotics. No 
one was at one of the pro¬ 
posed search target apart¬ 
ments. 
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The opening ceremony of the Weightlifting Development Center gathered many enthusiasts: 
Louis Riecketfront), (front row l to r) Kendrick Farris, Beax Hardy, Darrel Burns, (second row 
l to r) CheadBeth, Amanda Foley, assistant coach, Emily Fortenberry, Cory Yoty, Jared Kutz, 
Tony Miller, Dustin Hardy, (third raw l tor) Kevin Burns, assistant coach, Mark Scrogging, 
George Dobbs, Dr. Kyle Pierce, coach, and Jake Hester. More weighlijting on page 6. 

Prof exam will change 


Stephen C. Smith 
Almagest 

Starting this semester, a 
new educational testing ser¬ 
vice, College BASE, will 
provide the academic profi¬ 
ciency exam that is adminis¬ 
tered at LSUS. 

The exam used prior to 
this semester intermingled 
questions from different 
areas such as mathematics, 
social studies, and natural 
sciences. This test structure 
made it impossible for stu¬ 
dents to retake any particular 
portion of the exam they may 
have failed. The newer ver¬ 
sion of the exam will allow 
students to retake specific 
parts of the test if needed. 

The Louisiana Board of 
Regents mandates that LSUS 
assess all undergraduates to 
satisfy a general educational 
requirement prior to gradua¬ 
tion. The academic profi¬ 
ciency exam was chosen by 
the faculty-senate to meet 
this requirement. 

Formally known as the 
general education proficien¬ 


cy exam, the test is viewed 
by some as a normal require¬ 
ment and by others as a 
source of controversy. 

LSUS student Ticia 
Blanchard spoke out against 
the exam by questioning its 
merit as a tool for measuring 
educational proficiency. 
Blanchard had performed 
insufficiently on the math 
portion but has since retaken 
the exam and graduated. 
However, others still protest 
the issue. 

Felecia Thomas, a junior 
criminal justice major, thinks 
the exam should be abol¬ 
ished. 

“You prove your profi¬ 
ciency by passing the cours¬ 
es included in your individ¬ 
ual curriculum. Some of the 
areas they test are things that 
I took during my freshman 
year and I’m a junior now,” 
Thomas said. “But, if you 
fail this exam, you can’t 
graduate. After all the hard 
work you put in, one exam 
shouldn’t determine whether 
you graduate or not.” 

Dr. Nancy Wilhelmi, vice 


chancellor for academic 
affairs, said that the test 
should ideally be taken 
before you enter the courses 
pertaining to your major. 

“If you wait until your 
senior year to take the exam, 
you may have trouble with 
some of the material that is 
not a large part of your indi¬ 
vidual major,” Wilhelmi 
said. “When a student reach¬ 
es the 45 credit mark, notifi¬ 
cation is sent to them by 
postcard. Also, the require¬ 
ment is listed in the campus 
bulletin and on individual 
class syllabi.” 

Currently, the most failed 
areas of the exam are mathe¬ 
matics and English/writing. 
According Wilhelmi, no stu¬ 
dent has failed to graduate 
because they could not satis¬ 
fy this requirement. And of 
the 300 students who took 
the exam last fall, only one 
failed the entire test. While 
some seniors have failed the 
exam, opportunities to retake 
the exam are provided and 
tutoring in failed areas is 
available. 
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Email directory will be published on the LSUS 
web page. For those who want to be included in 
the directory, contact rhudso@mail.sh.Isumc.edu. 
For more information about the directory, call 
Rebecca Herzog at 861-6460. 


Pinkie Gordon Lane, Louisiana Poet Laureate 
will hold a poetry reading at the Southern 
University of Shreveport-Bossier Metro Campus 
at 610 Texas on Feb. 12 at 6 p.m.. Pinkie Gordon 
Lane has written four volumes of poetry: Wind 
Thoughts (1972), Mystic Female (1978), Never 
Scream 119851. and Girl at the Window (1991). In 
1967 she was the first black woman to earn a PhD 
from Louisiana State University. For more infor¬ 
mation, contact Civil Leadership Center at 795- 
4206. 


Film Daughters of the Dust by Julie Dash will be 
shown Mon., Feb. 16 at 6 p.m. in the Noel 
Memorial Library, Third Floor. The film follows 
three generations of African-American women at 
the turn of the century. It is structured around the 
family’s migration from Carolina Sea Islands to 
the mainland. The film is a poetic series of pas¬ 
toral images, landscapes, rituals, music, colors, 
and voice, steeped in the distinctive, traditional 
oral black storytelling, and told through a highly 
unusual narrative device — an unborn child. Call 
Civic Leadership Center for more information at 
795-4206. 


Marsha Houston from Tulane University will be 
on campus on Wed., Feb. 18 at 7:30 p.m. in Noel 
Memorial Library, Third Floor addressing the 
topic: African-American Women as a Speech 
Community: Hearing History in Everyday Talk, 
Houston, associate professor of communications 
and Nancy Reeves Dreux chair in women’s stud¬ 
ies at Tulane University, focuses on the communi¬ 
cation styles and strategies of contemporary 
African-American women. She also looks at how 
contemporary styles of ora) discourse reflect 
African-American women’s rhetorical traditions. 
Contact Civic Leadership Center at 795-4206 for 
more information. 


4 YEARS OF COLLEGE AND YOUR 
BEST OFFER IS $22,500 A YEAR! 

Unfortunitely for you, 
most employers In today’s job 
market are in the driver’s seat. 

There are an abundance of 
candidates for a few positions... 

Therefore, they don’t have 
to pay big bucks! 

We would like to pay you 
$450,000, plus a job 
in the next three years! 

We’ve got both the opportunity 
and the training to make those 
two things happen. 

This is no multilevel marketing gimmick. 

This is for real! 

Call Chad Denton at 800-770-6488. 


Swmming teams meet at LSUS 


Natoya Alee 
A imam: sr 

The city of Shreveport’s 
swim team will host a winter 
swim invitational from 5 to 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 20 and 
at 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 21 in 
the LSUS natatorium. The 
meet is free to the public and 
will feature 90 to 100 local 
swimmers competing against 
members from eight area 
teams. 

Butch Jordan, coach of the 
team, expects 300 competitors 
to participate in this meet, one 
of the three meets the team 
sponsors annually. Jordan has 
coached the swim team for 22 
years, inheriting the position 
from his father. Jack Jordan, 
who began the team in 1949. 

In the near half century that 
has past since its inaugural 


season, the team has grown to 
160 members ranging in ages 
from 6 to 18. Jordan attributes 
the size of the team to the 
open membership policy. 

“Any child interested [in 
the swim team] is perfectly 
welcomed to come out and 
swim. Our only qualification 
is that he or she is a relatively 
good swimmer,” Jordan said. 

The membership costs are 
$45 for junior varsity, $60 for 
pre-varsity, and $75 for varsi¬ 
ty. Ail fees are due on a 
monthly basis. The fees are 
used to pay the coaches’ 
salaries and to rent the prac¬ 
tice facilities. 

Although the team still car¬ 
ries Shreveport’s name, the 
city no longer sponsors the 
team. All financial obligations 
are held by the parents and 
coaches. However, those 


interested in joining the team 
can attend practice for three 
days before any fees are due. 

This way, Jordan says, 
interested parties can decide if 
they are really up to the chal¬ 
lenge before mom and dad 
make a financial commitment. 

The challenge Jordan refers 
to is the four days a week of 
practice and the 11- month 
swim season The time and 
dedication are not without 
rewards as Jordan well knows. 
He began his swimming 
career on the very team he 
now r coaches, and continued 
swimming throughout college 
on the team at Southern 
Arkansas University in 
Magnolia, Ark. Jordan’s own 
competitive swimming back¬ 
ground helps him in bis posi¬ 
tion as head coach of the swim 
team. 


Students serve as counselors 



Kathy Pratt 

A IMAMS'! 

Senior Rachel le Smith and 
junior Nicholas Crafts were 
recently selected to serve as 
admission counselors for 
LSUS 

The two students took the 
positions in January' after the 
two regular admissions coun¬ 
selors, Shannon Bailey-Kelly 
and Lalita Wilson, left LSUS 
just before the university 
offices closed for semester 
break in December 1997. 

Smith and Crafts had served 
as student ambassadors for 
LSUS, an experience that 
allowed them to gain behind- 
the-scene experience in the 
recruiting field. 

When the counselor posi¬ 
tions opened up, the two vol¬ 
unteered for die jobs and were 
selected by Dr. Gloria Raines 
and Kathy Plante, director of 
admissions. Smith and Crafts 
were eventually hired as stu¬ 
dent workers on a monthly 
contract. 

“Right now we have a con¬ 
tract that will keep us here 
through March. They (the 
admissions office) are hoping 
to have found someone perma¬ 
nently by then,” Smith said. 

According to Plante, many 
applicants have responded for 
the job, and a committee has 
narrowed the pool. 

“We have done many tele¬ 
phone interviews, and now r we 
need to just find the time to 
have personal interviews,” 
Plante said 


Admission counselors 
help recruit students to 
LSUS. Smith and Crafts will 
coordinate the ambassadors’ 
duties, duties that include 
tours of the campus and tele¬ 
phone conversations with 
high school students. 

“We are trying to give 
more responsibility to the 
ambassadors this year 
because we know from 
experience how unhappy we 
were when we could not 
interact with the people,” 
Crafts said. “That's what we 
want the ambassadors to 
do.” 

One major project that 
Smith and Crafts are work¬ 
ing on is “Preview,” a 
recruiting program that 
allows high school juniors 
and seniors to stay overnight 


at the University Court 
Apartments and then attend 
classes the next day. The 
students also attend informa¬ 
tive speeches about LSUS. 

“Even if we found the 
right candidates for the job 
by March, we will probably 
continue working with the 
two (Smith and Crafts] until 
after “Preview,” because 
they have been working so 
hard on it,” Plante said. 

Crafts, a management and 
administration major, feels 
that this has been a great 
opportunity for him 

“It makes me feel impor¬ 
tant when I know that any¬ 
thing these prospective stu¬ 
dents learn about LSUS, 
generally is found out from 
how I present the school,” 
Crafts said. 
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Lincoln expert visits campus 


Rita Uotila 
Almagest 

One of the nation’s leading 
authorities on the political 
culture of the Civil War Era, 
Harold Holzer, will present 
his lecture “The image of 
Abraham Lincoln as 
Commander-in-Chi ef” 
Saturday, Feb. 14 at 10 a. m. 
in the UC Theater. 

Holzer’s lecture is the 
fourth annual Lincoln 
Lecture of the ongoing effort 
to increase awareness and 
promote appreciation of the 
American heritage. Holzer is 
the vice president for com¬ 
munications for the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and has authored, co- 
authored and edited several 
books. 

His works include: The 
Lincoln Image (1984), 

Changing the Lincoln Image 
(1985), The Confederate 
Image (1987), The Lincoln 
Fam ily Album (1990), 

Lincoln on Democracy 

(1990), Mine Eyes Have Seen 
the Glory: The Civil War in 
Art (1993), Washington and 
Lincoln Portrayed (1993), 
Dear Mr. Lincoln: Letters to 
the President (1993), and 
Witness to War: 7 he Civil 


EARN 

S7B0S IB 00/WEEK 

Raise all ihe money your student 
group noods by sponsoring a 
VISA Fundraiser on your caucus. 
No investment & very tittle tune 

needed. There’s no obligation, so 
why not call for infonnabon today. 
Call 1-800-323-8454 x 95. 


War (1996). In addition to the 
books he has authored and 
co-authored, Holzer has writ¬ 
ten more than 250 articles to 
magazines and scholarly 
journals. 

Holzer co-edited Lincoln 
on Democracy which was 
published in 1990. The 
anthology of Lincoln’s writ¬ 
ings on freedom, liberty, and 
self-determination grew out 
from a meeting with Poland’s 
Solidarity teachers, and was 
originally published both in 
Polish and English. Since 
then the work has been trans¬ 
lated into several languages. 
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
called it “gorgeous accom¬ 
plishment . . . could well 
become the essential one- 
volume Lincoln portrait for 
generation ” 

Holzer has also con¬ 
tributed to publications such 
as Graphic Arts and the 
South (1993), and The 
Encyclopedia of the 
Confederacy (1993). 

A consultant and commen¬ 
tator, Holzer has been as a 
specialist on Lincoln on C- 
SPAN, A&E, and ABC. He 
was a consultant for the 1992 
ABC-TV mini-series 

Lincoln. He also appeared in 
the 1992 PBS documentary 
Abraham Lincoln: A New 
Birth of Freedom, and in a 
1995 History Channel docu¬ 
mentary, American Heritage 
Presents the Lincoln 
Assassination. 

Holzer’s literary and other 
awards include three 
Barondees Awards, the 
Diploma of Honor from 
Lincoln Memorial 

University, two Awards of 



Achievement from the 
Lincoln Group of New York. 
He has also received a 
George Washington Medal 
from the Freedon 
Foundation, a Writer of 
Distinction Award from the 
International Reading 
Association, an Award of 
Superior Achievement from 
Illinois State Historical 
Society. He was also awarded 
an honorary doctorate in 
humane letters from Lincoln 
College. 

Holzer, a native of New 
York City, graduated from 
Queens College. His profes¬ 
sional career as a comunica- 
tor started as an editor of the 
New York City news weekly. 
The Manhattan Tribune. 
Thereafter, he worked as a 
director of public informa¬ 
tion for WNET, public televi¬ 
sion station. He finally 
joined Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in 1992 as chief com¬ 
munication officer, and in 
1996 was named vice presi¬ 
dent. Holzer recides in Rye, 
N.Y 


Pilots start their season 

Brian Allen 
Spouts Colvmk 

It’s less than a week before the LSUS Pilots challenge the 
LSU Tigers and Tm nervous. I’m nervous and I’ll never 
even get near the field. (Which considering my complete 
lack of a curveball is a good thing.) But I can’t even begin 
to imagine how nervous the Pilots must be. For one brief, 
shining moment, the eyes of the area’s baseball fans will be 
squarely upon them. A moment in the sun as a reward for 
standing directly in the path of an oncoming train. 

No doubt, this matchup makes David vs. Goliath look 
like a tossup. The Tigers have national championships, 
rabid fans, a huge stadium, and lose about as often as Bill 
Clinton has a carefree day. The Pilots hail from a city where 
they receive almost no support, and are backed by an ath¬ 
letic program that made more headlines for dropping the ax 
than for making the playoffs. This game redefines die term 
lopsided. 

But that's why the games are played on the field, and not 
in the pressbox. When the national anthem’s over, there’s 
nine of them on the field and nine of us. Who’s to say the 
impossible can’t happen? That’s the NALA college athlete’s 
mindset. Our baseball players aren't in it for scholarships, 
for fame, fortune, or even the accolades of their classmates. 
They play for the love of the game. They’d suit up to play 
the Atlanta Braves and not fear the consequences. Sports is 
about being overmatched, looking the opponent in the eye, 
and saying what the heck. It’s about not quitting, and even 
if defeat rears its ugly head you shake its hand and say 
“Next time, big fella, you will go down.” 

The odds don’t favor LSUS, but the players know they 
won’t go alone. The SGA is sponsoring a bus trip to Baton 
Rouge for the big game. A $25 deposit reserves your seat, 
and will be refunded if you take your reserved seat and 
make the trip. It’s great to see our students getting behind 
the Pilots, but 1 hope the spirit remains after we return to 
Shreveport. 

The Pilots need fan support when they play Wiley 
College just as much as they will for this game. It’s beyond 
disheartening when players look to the stands and see that 
the opposing fans outnumber their own. Yes, get behind the 
Pilots for the LSU game, but please don’t vanish into the 
springtime mist after it’s over. Because win or lose, the 
Pilots will still be there playing for the love and chasing the 
dream. And whether you play in Yankee Stadium, 
University Park, or on a sandlot behind your church, that’s 
what baseball is about. 




NEED EXTRA 

MONEY? 

Make Money with your voice 
by calling people on the 
phone. Must have a clear 
speaking voice. Excellent 
part time income potential. 

Let us show you how. 

Call Mike or Debbie 
at 869-4700. 

Call today 
start tomorrow. 


Come to the next Student Activities Board Meeting 
Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. UC229 

Get involved in the fun activities that come to YOUR campus!! 
Being actively involve in a club gives you one scholarship point. 
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(al-ma-gest'*) n. 

:any of several great early medieval treatises on a brack of 
knowledge (as the 9 th century Arabic translation of Ptolemy's 
Greek work on astronomy). 

— Webster's Third New international Dictionary 
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Speaker, 

.Tavis Smiley 
signs copies 
of his book, 
"Hard Left: 
Straight talk 
about the 
wrongs of the 
Right, ” after 
his speech 
Friday night 
in the UC. 
About 450 
people came 
to hear the 
speech. 


‘Politics is not a spectator sport’ 


Kirk Dickey 
Fla n rl 

Tavis Smiley, an author 
and syndicated radio per¬ 
sonality, admonished his 
audience to take part in pol¬ 
itics and make black history 
instead of just reading 
about it, in a speech at the 
UC Theater on Friday, Feb. 
9. 

About 450 people filed 
into the theater for a chance 
to hear Smiley talk. Many 
of the audience members 
had seen him on Black 
Entertainment 



Television (BET) and heard 
his political commentary on 
The Smiley Report on a 
local radio station. 

Will Johnson, 30, said 
that he watches him on 
BET Talk sometimes, “He 
is a straightforward per¬ 
son,” Johnson said. “He 
shoots from the 
hip.” 

That is what 
brought 

Alexander Squire 
out to see him 
as well. “I’ve 
seen him a 
number of times,” 
Squire said. “He does 
have some strong 
views about politics.” 
After the speech, 
Squire said he enjoyed 
it very much. 

Smiley began his 
speech by saying that 
there is no good time to 
be black in America, but 
these are “worse than 


other times.” “It seems to 
me that black males are the 
most maligned people in 
this country,” Smiley said. 

He talked about the sta¬ 
tistic that one out of every 
three black men in the US 
is or has been in jail. He 
said that people have said 
that so much that we foiget 
that “two out of every three 
of us (are) trying to do the 
right thing every day.” 
Smiley said that that is no 
way to talk about or 
remember black people. 

“We have to do some¬ 
thing,” Smiley said. Smiley 
said that more black people 
need to become involved in 
politics. “We lose elections 
because we fail to show up 
at the polls," he continued. 
“Politics is not a spectator 
sport.” 

According to Smiley, 
political power is what peo¬ 
ple need to get on a level 
playing field. Because of 


lack of political power, 
Smiley said, unfair immi¬ 
gration and affirmative 
action laws have been 
passed in California. 

Smiley said that people 
need to focus on the future. 
“What history are we going 
to make?” Smiley asked. 

He said that we should stop 
worrying about education 
choice and school vouchers. 
Rather than give the chil¬ 
dren an education choice, 
“let’s try to give all of 
our kids a choice 
education. 

Smiley 
went on 
to speak 
about 
other 


as 

black-on- 
black crime 
and race. 


He ended bis speech 
with a story from the 
bible. He talked about 
each of us is given a tal¬ 
ent. He said we have to 
use it or we will lose it. 
Those of us who can, 
should use it for the bet¬ 
terment of society. One 
of Smiley’s closing 
questions was “What are 
you going to do to make 
black history?” 



§ 

TO CSUS eOMMUJUtty: 

On behalf of my mother (Rosa Rittenberry) 
and my family, £7 would like to express my 
deepest appreciation to the £SUS communi¬ 
ty for your kindness and thoughtfulness 
during her passing, 
c thanks to everyone for everything! 
JWaxie Joster, Assistant professor, HpE Dept. 


Letters Policy 

The Almagest requests your reactions through 
Letters to the Editor. Letters should be typed and 
double spaced. Please include your class and 
major field of study. 

Letters should be submitted to The Almagest 
office, BH 344, by noon on the Friday preceding 
the Thursday publication date. Obscene, libelous 
and anonymous letters will not be printed. 

The Almagest reserves the right to edit letters. 
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The devil has got to sleep some time 

By MaKayla J. Sibley 




■O ME, DETERMI- 
nation will 
always wear the 
face of my best 
friend. Her story is a 
sad, but familiar one. 
For five long years her 
focus has been on one 
goal, acceptance into a 
particular post-graduate 
program. She has done 
nothing else but eat, 
sleep, and breathe this 
goal. She started out as a college freshman- 
where most of us were partying ail night and 
attending class at our con- 
venience-never failing 
to live up to her own 
expecta¬ 
tions. She 
would have 
her nose 

pressed in a book 
while I was quaffing 
beer, and her inner 
drive was so 
strong that many 
times she would 
trudge off to 
class feverish 
and 
vomit- 



She constantly went to bed late and awoke 
early to go over the notes just one more time. 
Countless times she checked out books on sub¬ 
jects “just to know more”. The result of this 
sometimes insane dedication was graduating 
summa cum laude. But that’s not a!! she did 

In addition to her school work, she found 
time (God knows where!) to become involved 
in numerous school activities. Just to name a 
few, she was given many awards in her field, 
named Greek Woman of the Year, and nomi¬ 
nated for Homecoming Queen, She had so 
many friends I lost count and still managed to 
have a full time boyfriend. (Dr. Pederson, I 
guess she’s an active-positive person.) But 
wait, there’s more She scored very high on the 
GRE and accrued literally 2-3000 observation 
hours over the years She was truly dedicated. 
And then, with all these victories under her 
belt, she bet all her chips and pinned ail her 
hopes by moving to the Crescent City, believ¬ 
ing this might give her one more advantage 
over the next hapless victim in the admissions 
process. 

Then tragedy strikes, not once, but twice. 

The first time the ax fell on her was one year 
ago, when the rejection letter arrived. Fresh out 
of school and full of dreams, it was a hard pill 
to swallow, but she managed. The admission 
board simply explained her broken heart away 
as “the first timer rule.” (“Honey, first time 
applicants rarely get in. Maybe next year.”) She 
held her head high and quickly secured a job 


working side-by-side (at slaves wages) with a 
mentor in her field. The second time tragedy 
stuck was one week ago and there were no 
answers to explain it away this time. This time 
the rejection left her a little colder and a tittle 
less naive. Her only crime was pure dedication, 
like none I’ve ever seen before or ever will 
again. You see, in the game of Life, there is the 
road of hard work and the road of “who you 
know”. I guess she chose wrong. My friend is 
not a martyr; she’s just like any one of us. 

LSUS has traditionally been a feeder school 
to many graduate programs, like the Med 
Center, Allied Health, Law School, Nursing 
School, and others. This bitter story has a 
familiar taste to so many students at this school 
too. So many times we sell our soul to the 
Devil for a way in, only, to find out that it’s just 
that: a pact with the Devil, To all the students 
here who traded their soul for long hours in the 
library, endless time in front of a computer, 
hundreds of dollars on prep classes, sleepless 
nights, and years of your life-I salute you. 
Come hell or high water, the Devil ’s got to 
sleep sometime. And when he does, persever- 
ence will _ 

wim This MaKayla J. Sibley is a student at 
one s or LSUS. She is a senior majoring 
^. ou .. in political science. Her column 
will appear weekly. Write her in 
care of the Almagest, BH344, 
or almagest@pilot.lsus.edu 


Olympics give a sense of communal pride 

By Mark Anderson 



T he Olympic 

torch is burning 
brightly in 
Nagano, Japan, 
but the ideals for which 
it stands are not limited 
to the city and the peo¬ 
ple hosting the event. 
For sixteen days, the 
world will unite to 
compete against one 
another. But more 
importantly, for sixteen 
days our country will unite with a common 
interest. For, it seems as though our nation is 
dividing, and our differences in race, gender, 
and economic class are diluting our nation’s 
greatest attribute- patriotism. 

At some point in our nation’s past, our love 
for our country began to falter. While one 
must consent that there are definitely imper¬ 
fections and injustices in America today, one 
must also concur that these injustices and 
imperfections are far outweighed by the 
absolute greatness of America. This greatness 
is not a sign of arrogance toward other nations, 
but simply a pride in the amazing accomplish¬ 
ments that America has produced in a relative¬ 
ly short period of time. Not long ago, I was 
listening to a friend, who had traveled to 
Europe, speak of the plethora of history there. 
Consequently, she also claimed that there 


was a lack of historical presence 
here in the United States. As I 
was listening to her, I could think 
only of the wonders of America. 

No, we do not possess physical 
structures that have existed for thou¬ 
sands of years, but rather a wealth of 
intellectual history (such as democra¬ 
cy) that will not erode or naturally fade 
away. However, conflicting interests in 
Washington have acted to lessen the patriotic 
feelings of the American people, therefore, 
blinding some individuals to the true magnifi¬ 
cence that is our democracy. 

While free and open debate on 
issues is an essential part of our 
democracy, we must remember 
that it is a common belief and 
faith in America that 
makes a democracy 
possible. 

This ideal _ 

must never be 
silenced, especially in 
the midst of scandals as 
we are seeing today. 

Consequently, we must seek and embrace 
those things, such as the Winter Olympics, 
which can act as a magnet in bringing two 
conflicting sides together. 

The Olympics can truly bring a nation 
together, even if it is only for a few weeks. In 


the summer of 1996,1 was able to attend the 
Olympics, in Atlanta, and experience a sense 
of nationalism like I never had before. It was 
not the typical flag waving experience that 

normally represents patriotism, but 
rather the communal sense of 
pride and civility that was 
shown by everyone who was 
there. For sixteen days we were 
all simply Americans, not Anglo- 
Americans, African-Americans, Irish- 
Americans, Southem-Americans, 
Northern-Americans or any other 
hyphenated ethnic 
description that 
has become the stan¬ 
dard. We stood together as one nation, unit¬ 
ed with a common love for our country. 

As our athletes are in Nagano, remem¬ 
ber that they are competing for all 
Americans. So in turn, when they win, we 
all win. The Olympic Games represents 
many things, but most of all they represent 
a renewed sense of patriotism and pride in 
a nation that has been starving for it. 

Mark Anderson is a student at 
LSUS. He is a sophomore major¬ 
ing in political science. His col¬ 
umn will appear weekly. Write him 
in care of the Almagest, BH344, 
or almagest@pilot.lsus.edu 
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Olympic Committee says ‘yes’ to LSUS 


Jay Biggs 
Almagest 

On Feb. 4, a world-class 
U S. Olympic weight lift¬ 
ing facility was commis¬ 
sioned in the Health & 
Physical Education build¬ 
ing. 

Instrumental in bringing 
this program about was 
Mayor Bo Williams and 
Andy Rosenbaum, the 
executive director of the 


Shreveport Regional 
Sports Authority(SRSA). 

The concept began in 
1994 when the city legisla¬ 
ture started a study which 
explored sports programs 
that would be beneficial to 
this community. The 
resulting recommendation 
was that amateur sports 
would be most beneficial. 

“Instead of focusing on 
professional sports we 
decided to go the route of 
amateur sports 
because the fan 
base is already 
here. The families 
of the amateur ath¬ 
letes, some of 
whom live out of 
town, will come to 
see the events,” 
Williams said 
“This in turn 
means money for 
the city by Filling 
up hotels, business 
for restaurants, 
and the like.” 

T h e 
Shreveport 
Regional Sports 
Authority is a non¬ 
profit organization 
which was estab¬ 


lished in the summer of 
1996 and operates on a 
$300,000 annual budget. 
Williams’ administration 
set up the SRSA with the 

g oal of it becoming a seif- 
mding organization with¬ 
in four years. The SRSA 
recruits sporting events to 
the city. 

“Eventually, ticket rev¬ 
enue from these sporting 
events will allow the 
Sports Authority to be 
self-supporting.” Williams 
said. 

Lou Gehrig Burnett, the 
mayor’s executive assis¬ 
tant, said that Shreveport 
and the Sports Authority 
made a “very good presen¬ 
tation to the U S, Olympic 
Committee.” 

The Olympic 

Committee did not have to 
come here. There were a 
total of 25 cities bidding 
for the facility. Some of 
those cities included: 
Boise, Idaho, Savannah, 
Ga., Pensacola, Fla., York, 
Pa., and Fredricksburg, 
Md. 

Andy Rosenbaum, who 
became the first executive 
director of the SRSA in 


November of 1996, had 
someone in mind to head 
the program. Dr. Kyle 
Pierce, a former LSUS 
faculty member, was rec¬ 
ommended to the Olympic 
Committee by 

Rosenbaum. 

While the program was 
being developed. Pierce 
was in Colorado Springs, 
Colo, working for the 
National Strength and 
Conditioning Association. 
When the committee heard 
the bid put together by 
Pierce and Rosenbaum, 
they approved it and sent 
Pierce back home to head 
the program. 

“The city of Shreveport, 
LSUS, and the Sports 
Authority all benefit from 
this,” Rosenbaum said 

“We’ve already had five 
national, and two interna¬ 
tional events her,” Pierce 
said. 

“This is a great victory 
for the Shreveport 
Regional Sports Authority. 
The city legislature. 
Mayor Williams, and Dr. 
Kyle Pierce really made 
me look good on this one,” 
Rosenbaum said. 


George Dobbs ‘down under iron ’ at 
the weightlifting facility m HPE. 

Photo by Chris Howell 




Photo by Chris Howell 

Sara Margaret Mladenka 
shows her skills 


Many youngsters 
learned the techniques of 
Olympic weight lifting, 
from the snatch to the dead 
lift, at the facility’s formal 
opening. Free food, 
drinks, and T-shirts were 
given to all attendants. 

“The implementation of 
programs like this will no 
doubt help to bring the 
community together, and 
move it into the next cen¬ 
tury on a very positive 
note.” Pierce said. 



Jane Elliott 

Tuesday, 
February 1 7 
at 7 p.m. in 
UC Theater 
Admission: 
$5/general 
public 



...Adaptor of the “Blue Eyes, Brown 
Eyes" Discrimination Experiment, and 
former teacher from Iowa, Jane 
Elliot has committed herself over 
the past 20 years to leading a 
fight against prejudice, igno¬ 
rance, and racism in society. This 
provocative three-hour program 
is both riveting and though pro¬ 
voking. No one in the audience 
will be left unchanged... 




ppening 

Craig Karges 

Friday, 
February 20 
at 7:30 p.m. 
in UC Theater 
Admission: 



FREE w/LSUS 
student ID, 
$5/general 
public 

Seen on 
Jay Leno, 
CNN, TNN 



perell 


...Experiment the Extraordinary at LSUS with E-SP 
Mentalist. You’ll see...bending spoons, levi¬ 
tating tables...and Karges risks the check 
for his performance fee to the perils of 

fire... 


Sponsored LSUS Student Activities Board. For more info ; call 797-5393 
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Accounting Gub 

Meets: 3rd Wed. of each 
month, noon, BE216. 

Activities: speakers, network¬ 
ing, scholarships, volunteer tax 
assistance, campus activities. 
Contact: accounting dept., col¬ 
lege of business. 
ACJS/Lambda Alpha Epsilon 
Meets: 1st and 3rd Tue. 
Activities: various community 
activities, speakers on law 
enforcement ops. Contact: Dr. 
Bernadette Palombo 797-5343, 
or Richard Georgia 797-5078. 
ACM, Association for 
Computing Machinery 
Meets: 3rd Thu of each month 
@ 10:30 in SC 120. Activities: 
speakers, contests, social activ¬ 
ities. Contact: Steve Noonan, 
949-2831. 

AITP, Association of 
Information and Technical 
Professionals 

Meets: 3rd Thu of each month 
@ 10 :30 in SC120. Activities: 
speakers scholarships, social 
activities. Contaact: Rebecca 
Herzog, 861-6460. 

American Humanics 
Meets: TBA. 

Contact: Betty Allen, 795- 
4230. 

Biology Club 

Meets: twice a month, SC228, 
Activities: social events, car¬ 
reer seminars, fundraisers, 
community and campus service 


projects. Contact: Dr. Beverly 
Burden, 797-5088, 
bbrden@pilot.lsus.edu. 

Campus Ministry 
Meets: 1st and 3rd Tue 10:30 
a.m., UC Pilots Room. 
Activities: devotionals, pro¬ 
grams, service projects. 
Contact: Toni Bishop, 798- 
8837 Betsy Eaves, 869-5024. 
Catholic Student Union 
Meets: Twice a month 
Activities: community service, 
social events, fundraisers. 
Contact: Joseph Holubek, 868- 
6104. 

Colleagues 

Meets: Twice a month, @10:30 
a.m, in UC, Webster, dates 
TBA. Activities: community 
Service, Social events, 
fundraisers, campus service 
projects, raiding funds for a 
minority scholarship. Contact: 
Tamara Flentroy, 797-5393, or 
635-5686. Open to everyone. 
Chemistry Club 
Meets: 1st Thu of each month. 
Activities: group. Contact: Dr. 
Gustavson, 797-5091. 

Drama Club 

Meets: Tue, Thu, 10:30 a.m., 
BH330. Activities: dramatic 
production, first hand informa¬ 
tion on auditions in local pro¬ 
ductions, volunteer work. 
Contact: Jorgi Jarzabek, 797- 
5228. 


English Club 

Meets: 3rd Thu of each month. 
Activities: booksale, guest 
speakers, social activities. 
Contact: Dr. Thomas Dubose, 
BH251, or Patty Lenox, 869- 
3251. 

Health and P.E. Club 
Meets: Tue&Thu 10:30 a.m. 
Activities: almost anything 
goes for LSUS, judge field 
days for elementary schools. 
Contact: Maxie Foster, 797- 
7294. 

History Club 
Meets: First Thu of each 
month, at 10:30 a.m. in BH446. 
Contact: Dr. Finley or Michael 
Modica, 747-4736. 
International Club 
Meets: 3rd Thu of each month, 
10:30 am., in BH242 (Foreign 
Language Multimedia Lab). 
Activities; guest speakers, 
films, travel and foreign 
exchange information, 
International Food Festival, 
community service, Contact: 
Joe Patrick, 797-5390. 
Japanese Cultural Society 
Meets:2nd and 4th Tue of each 
month. Activities: demonstra¬ 
tions, discussions. Contact: 

Emi Wamsiey. 861-7482, 
BH238, BH240. 

Louisiana Association of 
Educators, LAESP 
Meets: 1 st &3rd Thu of each 
month. Activities: student 


teacher tea, speakers, bookfair, 
workshops, and service pro¬ 
jects. Contact: Melissa Jones, 
746-0597, e-mail: 
LAESP@yahoo. com 
Math Club 

Meets: 2nd and 4th Tue of each 
month, 10:30 a.m,, BH405. 
Activities: group activities, 
Science Olympiad, Viro-Wars 
Tournament, Contact: Dr. 

Mabry or Dr. Covington. 

MBA Association 
Meets: Once a month 
Activities: seminars with guest 
speakers on career planning 
and resume writing, social 
activities. Contact: director of 
graduate studies, college of 
business. 

Psychology Club 
Meets: 1st and 3rd Thurs. 
Monthly, 10:30, BE342. 
Activities: community service, 
social events, speakers, 
fundraisers. Contact: Michelle 
Hebert, 798-4023. 

Public Relations Student 
Society of America 
Meets: monthly, Thu, 

10:30a.m, Activities; Volunteer 
work, contact with PRSA, sem¬ 
inars, speakers, workshops. 
Contact: 797-5375. 

Rotorac 

Meets: two meetings per 
month. Activities: students ser¬ 
vice organization, one service 
project per semester, lun¬ 


cheons. Contact: Dr. Paul 
Merkle, 797-5240. 

Society of Professional 
Journalists, 

Sigma Delta Chi 
Meets: Thu, 10:30a.m. 
Activities: guest speakers and 
field trips on topics related to 
journalism, socials. Contact: 
Rita Uotila, 795-3319, or 797- 
5328. 

Society for Resource 
Management 

Meets: BE104. Activities: 
speaker meetings, prof, chapter 
meetings, various activities. 
Contact: Brigitte Gillespie, 
868-0128. 

Sociology/Social Work Club 
Meets: lst&3rd Thu at BH361. 
Contact: Ms. Kenna Franklin or 
David O'Neal, 424-7332. 
Student Government 
Association, SGA 
Meets: every Mon 6:30 p.m., 
DeSoto. Open to everyone. 
Contact: Bridgette Wilder, 797- 
5342. 


To add, or to make an 
update to the Student 
Organizations -list, contact 
Almagest office, BH344, 
tel. 797-5328, fax 797- 
5132, e-mail, 
almagest@pilot. Isus. edu 


LSUS/LSU Baseball Game 


Want to go?? 

February 17 at 1 p.m. SGA 
sponsored FREE bus will take 
LSUS students to see 
the game in Baton Rouge 



The game starts at 7 p.m. 

The bus will leave from the 
Health and Physical Education 
Building at 1 p.m., and will 
return after the game. 

To reserve your seat, pay $25 
deposit to cashier at Adm 
building. The deposit will be 
returned to you at the time of 
departure. If you fail to show 
up, SGA keeps the deposit. 

For more info, call Bridgette 
@ 688-3488, or e-mail at 
iisblue@hotmail.com 



Feb. 12 — Attention Public Relations majors! Public Relations 
Student Society of America, PRSSA Meeting, During Common 
Hour @ BH342. Refreshments will be served. Everybody wel¬ 
come! 

Feb. 12 — Poetry Reading by Pinkie Gordon Lane @ 6 p.m. at the 
Southern University Shreveport/Bossier Metro Campus, 
610Texas. 

Feb. 14 — Guest Speaker Harold Holzer from the Metropolitan 
Museum of Arts; “The Image of Abraham Lincoln as 
Commandeer-in-Chief @ 10 a.m. in the UC Theather. Free 
and open to public.Sponsored by LSUS American Studies. 

Feb. 14 — BASEBALL: Pilots vs East Texas Baptist @1 p.m.! 

Feb. 16 — Film: Daughter of Dust by Julie Dash will be shown @ 6 
p.m. at Noel Library, Third Floor. 

Feb. 18 — Lecture: Marsha Houston from Tulane University talks 
on the topic African-American Women as a Speech 
Community: Hearing History in Everyday Talk @ 7:30 p.m. in 
the Noel Memorial Library, Third Floor. 

Feb, 17 — Alcohol Awareness Program @ Caddo Bossier Rm. 

Feb. 17 — Jane Elliott; Pioneer Blue-Eyed/Brown-Eyed diversity 
exercise @ 7 p.m. in the UC Theather. 

Feb. 19 — LSUS Leadership Program: Preparing your taxes - 
Caddo/Bossier Room of UC. 

Feb. 20 — Craig Karges: ESP Mentalist @ 7:30 p.m.in the UC 
Theater. 

Feb. 20 — Last day to register for Proficiency Exam! 














